Several projects
to make hollow
more accessible

BY JASON SCHULTZ
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE
One of Arkansas’ most leg-

endary hollows won't be quite
so sleepy this spring.

' Van Winkle Hollow, locat-
ed on Arkansas 12 about 10 miles
east of Rogers, will undergo a
makeover to make it easier for
tourists to see the ruins of a
steam-powered lumber empire
that played a major role in the
Arkansas history. The Van Win-
kle Hollow construction is one
of four projects under way to
make the newly created Hobbs
State Park-Conservation Area
more accessible.

Construction crews are-
building a new maintenance fa-
cility to help rangers keep the
park clean, and a new visitor
center that will include class-

rooms and a nature lab, said
Hobbs State Park Interpretive
Naturalist Steve Chyrchel.
Crews also will carve out a new
17-mile nature hiking trail in the
park.

The Van Winkle Hollow im-
provements include enlarging
a parking lot, burrowing a
pedestrian tunnel under the
highway, and installing a special
filtration system to make sure
runoff from the lot doesn’t cre-
ate pollution. '

Chyrchel said the existing l’ot
is too small to allow buse§br
trailers to turn around and has
no room for restrooms.

The new parking lot will
have room for two buses or
large recreational vehicles and
18 passenger cars. Clay dug fmm
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the hillside to make room for the
parking lot will be used to resur-
face a nearby dirt road that leads
to a shooting range, Chyrchel
said.

The project’s design is driven
in part by the surrounding ter-
rain and conditions.

The parking lot cannot be
built on the north side of Ar-
kansas 12, Chyrchel said, because
there is not enough flat ground.
Pedestrians can't safely cross Ar-
kansas 12, so the crews will bur-
row a handicapped-accessible
tunnel from the parking lot un-
der the highway to the trail ac-
cess.

A half-mile walking trail will
wind through the hollow and
have interpretive signs detailing
the history of the hollow and its
founder, Peter Manelis Van Win-
kle.

VAN WINKLE'S HISTORY

Jerry Hilliard of the Arkansas
Archcological Survey said Van
Winkle founded the hollow in
1854, Van Winkle made a fortune
producing lumber from the
area'’s trees using the steam-pow-
cred sawmill he built there.

Lumber from his mill went to
build most of the older homes
and public buildings in the area,
including Old Main, the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Fayette-
ville's oldest building, which was
coraopleted in 1875, Hilliard said.

In the winter of 1861, Van
Winkle made cven more money
building barracks for Confeder-
ate Brigadier Gen. Benjamin Me-
Culloch's troops, Hilliard said.
Van Winkle fled with much of
his family to Texas later in the
Civil War, and the mill at Van
Winkle Hollow burned down.
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Historians have never been able
to decide if Confederate troops
burned the mill as they fled or if
Union troops burned the mili
when they occupied the area,
Hilliard said.

After the war, Van Winkle re-
built the mill and prospered un-
til his death in 1882.

Van Winkle Hollow’s histor-
ical significance is that it was
home to a prosperous industr-
al operation, something that
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went against national stereotypes
of the pre-Civil War South.
“This is totally different from
the stereotype of the South be-
lEhmdustnally backwards,”
iard said. “This was a huge,
steam-powered saw mill in the
Ozark Mountains.”

FILTRATION TECHNOLGGY

A unique feature of the proj-
ect is a filtration system that will
help remove oil and radiator flu-
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Work Is scheduled to begin on the Van Winkle Hollow Trails at Hobbs
State Park-Conservation Area near Rogers. The construction is one of
four projects under way to make the newly created Hobbs State Park-
Conservation Arga more accessible. Construction crews are also build-
ing a maintenance facility and a visitor center.

id that washes from the park-
ing lot.

“You think of all the parking
lots and all the asphalt and the
lack of trees in Northwest Ar-
kansas, and nobody does this
right,” Chyrchel said, referring
to the parking lot filtration sys-
tem. “It's really going to be a
great thing.”

Doug Fletcher, who works
with the Natural Heritage Com-
mission, said the filtering system
works by running the water
through what he said looks like
“a big tube sock” of absorbent
material.

The “sock” absorbs material
in the water that may have
dripped out of cars.

The water drains into a re-
tention pond that’s designed to
allow larger pieces of sediment
to settle out.

The clean water then travels
through pipes back to the natu-
ral water source, in this case Lit-
tle Clifty Creek.

The filtration system tech-
nology, which is also used by the
Arkansas Natural Heritage Com-
mission at the Lorance Creek
Natural Area about 15 miles
south of Little Rock, has existed
for about 10 years.

Digging the tunnel under the
highway will take up to two
weeks, Chyrchel said. During
some parts of the tunnel digging,
he said, a portion of Arkansas 12
will be reduced to one lane of
traffic.

The entire Van Winkle Hol-
low project should be done by
September, Chyrchel said.

The maintenance center and
the hiking trail are also sched-
uled to be completed around
September, and the visitor cen-
ter will not be finished until the
end of 2005.

The estimated cost of the Van
Winkle Hollow project is about
$500,000 and the estirnated com-
bined cost of all the projects is
about $5.5 million.
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